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By Col. William Hienz

Greetings, Minnesota Wing!

Welcome to the second 2021 edition of Northern
Flights! In these pages, you’ll find a number of great
articles and photos that highlight Minnesota Wing’s
many recent accomplishments. You’ll read about
the achievements of our members individually, as
recognized by the awards presented at our recent
Minnesota Wing Conference. You’ll learn more
about how we served the communities of Minnesota
at a number of Memorial Day events, both in-person
and online. You’ll see our efforts to engage our legislators in the great work
our organization does, as part of our congressionally chartered missions. I
encourage you to join me in reading and learning more about our successes!
In keeping with the theme of our Wing Conference, “Emerge and
Engage,” we are indeed emerging from the pandemic! In-person meetings and ceremonies have returned. Our recent flying hours have been the
highest they’ve been in years, as we seek to onboard new pilots, encourage
current pilots to achieve greater proficiency and skill, and provide cadet
flight training through the Cadet Wings program. Our Camp Craig project
at Hutchinson Municipal Airport continues to move forward, with groundbreaking expected later this year. Old friendships are being rekindled as we
meet together face-to-face once again, and new friendships are being formed
as we welcome new members seeking to emerge from the challenges of the
past 14+ months.
Emerging leads to engaging! As of this writing, the 23rd Cadet Training
group energetically executed our first Minnesota Wing Encampment in
two years. You’ll read more about our encampment and the exciting roles
MNWG cadets played in the subsequent Joint Dakotas Encampment in our
next issue. Search and Rescue Exercises, the training we know as SAREX’s,
are being planned. Training in small Unmanned Aerial Systems (sUAS)
continues to increase. Aerospace Education outreach is on the rise - including our renewed annual participation in STEM Day (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics) at the Minnesota State Fair. I could not be
prouder of Minnesota Wing and our membership.
Where is the strength of CAP? In our people. Where are our people? Primarily in our 24 squadrons across the state. Your Minnesota Wing staff and
your Wing command team remain dedicated to serving you, our members, as
we engage our people and our communities in post-pandemic 2021.


Minnesota 2020 Awardees Announced
During the 2021 Wing Conference

MNWG Wing 2020 Squadron of the Year – Hutchinson Composite Squadron

1st Lt. Allen Jones, NCR
and MNWG CDI of the Year,
Hutchinson Composite
Squadron

1st Lt. Keith Kluzak, AFA
Outstanding Senior Performer
and 2nd Lt. Jennifer Kluzak,
Outstanding Finance Officer
of the Year

Cadet Capt. Briannah McDaniel,
MNWG Cadet of the Year, Lt. Col.
Chet Wilberg, Torch Award Winner,
Hutchinson Composite Squadron

LEFT: MNWG 2020 Family of the Year - (From
Left to right) 2nd Lt. Teresa Sylak, Cadet Capt.
RJ Sylak III, SM Richard Sylak





Cadet Lt. Col. Kayla Wayman
– Anoka Co. Composite
Squadron Cadet of the Year
Nominee

Cadet Capt. Alethea Schrandt,
Cadet Personnel and
Leadership Officer of the Year

CH (Lt. Col.) Jill Holm, MNWG
Chaplain of the Year and
North Central Region Senior
Chaplain of the Year

Maj. Ray Phillips, Diversity
Officer of the Year

Cadet Matthew Kuehlwein, Cadet Operations of the
Year



2nd Lt. Joseph Calandra, Jr.,
MNWG Public Affairs Officer
of the Year

Cadet Capt. Emma Scholes, Air
Force Association Outstanding
Performer

Col. Kevin Sliwinski presents St. Croix Composite
Squadron’s Capt. Patrick Kooiker with the Air Force
Association Top Performer Award during the June
Wing staff meeting in Inver Grove Heights.
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Hutchinson Composite Squadron’s Cadet
Capt. Briannah McDaniel Announced as
MNWG 2020 CAP Cadet of the Year
By 2nd Lt. Joseph Calandra, Jr., CAP
Assistant MNWG PAO
“Resourceful, practical, and solution-oriented.” That’s how MNWG Chief of Staff,
Maj. Othelmo da Silva described Cadet Capt. Briannah McDaniel after she was named
2020 Cadet of the Year during the 2021 MNWG Conference in April. Wing IT Officer,
Lt. Col. Chet Wilberg, who received the Torch Award for his mentoring efforts on Cadet Col. Kevin Sliwinski
McDaniel’s behalf, added his own praise to that expressed by the major. Col. Wilberg presents Cadet Capt.
described Briannah as, “a highly motivated, very dependable, organized cadet with Briannah McDaniel
a contagious enthusiastic attitude who is willing to do just about whatever it takes to with the AFA Top
Performer award
accomplish CAP missions.”
during the June Wing
Cadet McDaniel is a past recipient of the Air Force Association’s Cadet of the Year staff meeting in Inver
Award and holds a number of Minnesota “firsts and only’s.” Briannah is the first cadet in Grove Heights.
MN to achieve the sUAS Technician Qualification and concurrently, the only MN cadet
to have completed the ICS-300 and 400 Courses. Cadet Capt. McDaniel is additionally, the Wing’s only CAP
cadet who serves as a ground branch director and a Form 5-holding recreational drone pilot.
Additionally, Cadet McDaniel has competed in CyberPatriot for five years and currently mentors several of
her squadron’s CyberPatriot team members – routinely teaching classes and working with cadets to help them
grasp various cybersecurity topics.
Wing PAO, Lt. Col. Janelle Gates, who has helped mentor Cadet McDaniel in her role as Wing Cadet PAO,
called Briannah, “One of the most empathetic, transparent, hardworking and resilient people I have ever worked
with.” Col. Gates also described Cadet Capt. McDaniel as, “A young woman who has shown exemplary leadership, creativity, ingenuity, and dependability throughout her nearly 8 years in Civil Air Patrol.”
These attributes and successful endeavors led to Cadet McDaniel receiving not only the 2020 Cadet of the
Year Award and accompanying Commander’s Commendation, but also the 2020 Wing Cadet PAO of the Year
with an accompanying Achievement Award. She also earned an Outstanding Performer Award from the Air
Force Association. Throughout the COVID-19 Pandemic, she has quietly impacted life in the Wing by helping
reinvigorate cadet awareness of and participation in Wing activities on virtual platforms as many cadet and senior
members faced challenges to traditional inperson gatherings. Briannah has consistently offered between 4-20
hours of volunteer service to CAP each week in addition to her work, family, and church commitments.
Some of Briannah’s efforts involve contributing to MNWG social media presence across multiple platforms
to keep people connected who otherwise would not have been. This has increased morale among cadets and
senior members in her squadron and around the state.
When asked to describe the biggest impact CAP membership has had on her life so far, Cadet McDaniel said
she was thankful for the many leadership opportunities she’s been given which have helped her gain self-confidence and personal growth. She also explained that her experience with CyberPatriot helped her decide to pursue
a career in cybersecurity.
On Thursday, 13 May, 2021, Briannah graduated from Ridgewater College with an Associate’s Degree.
This coming Fall, she will be moving to Madison, SD to attend Dakota State University where she will pursue a
Bachelor’s Degree in Cyber Operations. Cadet Capt. McDaniel will become a 1st Lieutenant McDaniel when she
transitions from cadet to senior member in December of this year when she turns 21. She plans to remain active
in Civil Air Patrol for years to come.
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A PAO’s Reflection on the Selection of Southeast
Composite Squadron’s Sylak Family as MNWG
2020 Family of the Year
By 2nd Lt. Luke Purdoehl, CAP
Southeast Composite Squadron PAO
I think the biggest thing that makes the Civil Air Patrol an outstanding volunteer service organization is that
our members donate their time and energy to make CAP work. It is a great honor to have a family in my own
squadron receive the Family of the Year Award during the 2021 MNWG Conference. Although I have only been
a member of CAP for a little over a year, I have enjoyed getting acquainted with SM Rich Sylak, his wife, 2nd
Lt. Teresa Sylak and their son, Cadet Capt. R.J. Sylak. I have been able to see first-hand their dedication and love
for Civil Air Patrol’s people and programs. It has been inspiring for me to see them live out the core values in
everyday life and not just talk about it.
SM Rich Sylak has always enjoyed aviation. During high school, he obtained his Private Pilot License
and aircraft Instrument rating. After high school, he
attended the U.S. Army’s Warrant Officer Flight
Training Program to learn how to fly helicopters.
Rich graduated top of his class. He then attended the
AH-64 Apache Course and spent five years on that
airframe serving on active duty in North Carolina and
transferred to the North Carolina Army National Guard
for an additional year.
SM Rich Sylak and his wife, Teresa joined CAP
in July 2019 after seeing the massive positive impact MNWG 2020 Family of the Year – On Thursday, 27 May,
that membership in CAP had on their son, RJ, who 2021, Cadet. Capt. Sylak received in-person both the
joined in March of that year. Rich serves as one of our Billy Mitchell Award he earned during Phase II COVIDorientation flight pilots. He loves teaching basic flight 19 restrictions, as well as the Amelia Earhardt Award
principles especially to cadets. He strives to get as given during Phase III. (From left to right) MNWG
many cadets in the air as possible. He says that the main Commander Col. Bill Hienz, Mrs. Connie Sylak (Cadet
Capt. Sylak’s grandma), 2nd Lt. Teresa Sylak, Cadet
reason he enjoys doing this is the feeling of giving back Capt. RJ Sylak III, SM Richard Sylak, and Southeast
to the country and community.
Minnesota Composite Squadron Commander, Capt.
2nd Lt. Teresa Sylak also stays busy in our squad- Tony Knauer.
ron. Her duties include crafting and disseminating the
weekly meeting email, assisting the Commander with various projects, helping supervise squadron activities, as
well as serving as one of our testing officers. Everyone who walks through the doors of the squadron always and
consistently receives a warm, sincere welcome from Teresa, particularly cadets. One thing she enjoys about CAP
is “Getting to know other families and making it a point to learn something about every single member.”
As if the two of them were not already a dynamic duo, their son, Cadet Capt. Richard Sylak III, better known
as RJ around our squadron, rose through the ranks from cadet airman basic to cadet captain in less than two years.
He performs his duties as Cadet Commander and Cadet Safety Officer with excellence. In 2020, Cadet Sylak led
a NCO Seminar at MLA. Cadet Capt. RJ Sylak also served as a Flight Commander during this year’s Encampment. He likes Civil Air Patrol because of all the different things he gets to learn and then have the opportunity
pass on information and experience to others. I truly believe Southeast Composite Squadron is stronger because
of each member of this family is part of our unit.
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Squadron Highlight - A Profile in Endurance:
Crow Wing Composite Squadron’s Newest
Billy Mitchell Cadet, Jasmine Siliznoff
By 2nd Lt. Joseph Calandra, Jr., CAP
Assistant MNWG PAO
“Strong, confident, independent woman.” That’s how the newly-minted
Cadet 2nd Lt. Jasmine Siliznoff sees herself thanks to her four years in Civil
Air Patrol. Cadet Siliznoff told MNWG Public Affairs that this fresh positive
self-image matters to her because she would never have seen herself that way
before joining Crow Wing Composite Squadron when she was 13. Before CAP,
a large part of the now 17-year-old’s early life was characterized by “instability,
confusion, anxiety and struggle” due to her mother’s decades-long battle with
significant mental and physical health issues.
Even though Jasmine found a safe home with her great-aunt and uncle when
she was four, the effects of her mom’s decisions left a significant impact on Cadet
Siliznoff’s mental health, emotional stability, and self-image for years. Siliznoff’s
Squadron Commander, Capt. Heike Dodge, attributed Jasmine’s personal growth
and emotional healing to the character development, leadership opportunities,
and relationship building provided by CAP. “Jasmine has turned a burden into a
blessing and I’m just so proud of her and the woman she’s become in CAP,” said
Capt. Dodge after Cadet Siliznoff earned her Billy Mitchell Award on Monday,
15 Mar., 2021.
Siliznoff attributes her decision to join CAP to a conversation she had with
one of her relatives, an Air Force veteran and Mid-Atlantic CAP Region Com- Cadet 2nd Lt. Jasmine
mander, Col. Bruce Heinlein, who urged her to consider the difference that Civil Siliznoff, Crow Wing
Air Patrol membership could make in her life. After Jasmine took the colonel Composite Squadron
up on his offer in February of 2018, she promoted four times in her first 10
months as a cadet. Today, out of the five cadets who joined CAP with her, Jasmine is the only cadet who stayed
in uniform. She’s also one of only two cadets in her class who promoted beyond Cadet Staff Sergeant.
Among many positive experiences in CAP, Cadet Siliznoff credits an experience during an Encampment
with helping her overcome a personal struggle with an
eating disorder. She told Wing Public Affairs that her
first Encampment gave her neither choice nor time to do
anything but eat all of the food provided to her and keep
every morsel down. Jasmine also said being a cadet leader
in CAP continuously helps her manage her anxiety by
providing short term goals, concrete objectives and clear
achievements into which she can pour her energy. She also
described the family atmosphere of her squadron as being,
“a really safe place with a nice mom.” Capt. Dodge said
that Jasmine’s description was, “heartwarming,” because
she really does see her cadets as an extension of her family,
Cadet 2nd Lt. stands with her Squadron
saying, “They’re all my kids.”
Commander, Capt. Heike Dodge after an awards
presentation.
When asked to describe three practical ways that being
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a Civil Air Patrol cadet has helped
her mature, Cadet Siliznoff said:
“One - I used to talk a lot.
I matured from that. Everybody
changes from when they were 14.
Two - When I was at Encampment,
I had three meals a day and no
choice or time but to keep it all
down. I struggled with that before.
So, that was good. Three - I love
to write. When I was encampment
PAO one year, I got to help write
the daily Gremlin newsletter and
talk to everyone about what was Cadet 2nd Lt. Jamine Siliznoff receives her Billy Mitchell Award from
going on. That made my writing MNWG Group 2 Commander, Lt. Col. Blane Pierson.
way better and my public speaking
too.”
Capt. Dodge called Jasmine’s transformation from the day she joined Crow Wing until now, “absolutely
amazing” and expressed that it is this kind of life change that makes her such a vocal advocate for CAP. Seeing
Jasmine become, “a mature woman of poise,” is just one example of how she, as a CAP squadron commander,
has, “a front row seat to the coolest thing happening in America right now.”
When asked what she plans to do as high school graduation gets closer, the new Billy Mitchell awardee said
she plans to go to the University of Minnesota in Duluth and study something that will help her to help others
because that’s all she’s ever wanted. After graduation, she plans to transition from cadet to senior member and
remain as an active officer for years to come. Jasmine also said she wanted to continue to be a strong advocate
both for mental health education and for strengthening the
emotional support systems of cadets who, like her, “struggle
with anxiety, panic attacks, and the need to develop selfconfidence and determination.” Currently, Cadet Lieutenant Siliznoff is considering becoming a criminal defense
attorney, immigration lawyer, or counselor so she can help
people experiencing trauma as she seeks to give others the
healing gift of wholeness that CAP has given her.
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Mid-Atlantic CAP Region Commander, Col. Bruce
Heinlein, and then Cadet Airman 1st Class Jasmine
Siliznoff.
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Former St. Cloud Composite Squadron CAP
Cadet, David Petzold, Joins U.S. Air Force
Academy Class of 2025
By 2nd Lt. Joseph Calandra, Jr., CAP
Assistant MNWG PAO
Monday, 3 May, 2021, University of Minnesota Air Force ROTC
Cadet 4th Class, David Petzold, discovered that his former CAP dreams
had come true; he had been appointed to the U.S. Air Force Academy’s
class of 2025. While this was a goal he consistently pursued as a St. Cloud
Composite Squadron CAP cadet from 2017-2020, David told MNWG
Public Affairs that his Academy journey began when he was just 8
years-old.
“The route from point A to point B was a very long and difficult one Former St. Cloud Composite
and the steps I took were equally complicated. The biggest thing I would Squadron CAP Cadet, David Petzold
say I did [right] was constantly try and put myself in a place where I enjoys a moment of celebration
could succeed, whether that be academically, in terms of leadership, or after completing the US Air Force
Academy obstacle course with his
otherwise; finding places where I could do well and learn…I didn’t always new Academy classmates during the
succeed, and I honestly think I learned more from those experiences than I summer of 2021. Photo credit US Air
necessarily did from others, but overall keeping a big-picture goal in mind Force Academy Public Affairs
and finding a good support structure helped me the most,” said Petzold.
One particularly difficult and complex step in Cadet Petzold’s journey was when he received notice of being,
“qualified, but not selected,” for Academy admissions twice before his appointment finally came through this
month. Nevertheless, the former CAP cadet pressed on toward his big picture goal of becoming an Air Force pilot
by joining an Air Force ROTC detachment at the University of Minnesota when he began attending the University
in fall, 2020.
Even though being a ROTC cadet wasn’t quite the same as being an Air Force Academy cadet, Petzold had
exclusively positive things to say about his ROTC experience. He told Wing Public Affairs that even though
AFROTC was not his original goal as a pathway to commissioning, he, “learned a lot from the experience and
values it quite highly.”
“I still consider doing AFROTC at the U of M one of the best decisions I have ever made, and I wouldn’t
trade that experience or the people I’ve met for the world. Now, I have new people and new experiences to look
forward to. So, I’m just as excited to start this [new step in the] journey,” David said.
Cadet Petzold credits his time as a CAP cadet with preparing him for the road ahead, saying, “My time in
CAP and the lessons I’ve learned about leadership, followership and teamwork, compounded with the lessons I
learned through AFROTC will undoubtedly play a role in my progression as a USAFA cadet.”
Lt. Col. Shawn Warneke, Petzold’s former CAP Squadron Commander described David as, “self-motivated,
goal-oriented, intelligent, dependable and capable,” when he recommended the unit’s former color guard commander and deputy cadet commander for Academy admissions.
Warneke also credits David’s computer skills and tenacity with helping get St. Cloud Composite Squadron,
“back up and running” in the early days of the COVID-19 Pandemic as cadets and seniors were asked to meet
in a virtual context via web-based platforms like WebEx that many members didn’t know existed before the
pandemic.
David plans to capitalize on the computer skills Lt. Col. Warneke found so helpful and major in either computer science and/or cyber science while pursuing an aviation career path at the Academy. After graduation, he
hopes to one day fly the A-10 Thunderbolt II. However, he also told Wing Public Affairs that if, somehow, he
ended up not becoming a pilot, he wants to pursue cyber-warfare his military specialty.
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Stanton Composite Squadron Color
Guard Presents the Colors for the Second
Consecutive Year During St. Paul Saints’ to
Home Opener
By 2nd Lt. Jennifer Kluzak, CAP
Stanton Composite Squadron Assistant PAO
On Thursday, 13 May, 2021, Stanton
Composite Squadron Color Guard took
center field at CHS Field in St. Paul to present the Colors as the three-time GrammyAward winning vocalists, The Sounds of
Blackness, sang the national anthem before
a crowd of over 3,500 people.
This is the second straight year that five
Civil Air Patrol cadets from Stanton have
helped lead-off the St. Paul Saints’ baseball
season opener.
When asked to discuss how he felt
about being part of the team standing with
the Saints during this year’s first home
game, Color Guard Commander Cadet
1st Lt. Braeden Kluzak talked about how
extremely proud he is of the whole team,
saying “It’s a very proud moment to be
standing in the middle of the stadium honoring those who have served the nation.”
Team member, Cadet Capt.Emma

The Stanton Composite Squadron Color Guard stands at center
field in CHS Field to present the Colors for the National Anthem for
the St. Paul Saints baseball season home opening game of 2021.
Team members pictured from Left to Right are: Cadet Senior Master
Sgt. August Wagner, Cadet 1st Lt. Braeden Kluzak, Cadet Capt.
Emma Scholes, Cadet Airman Mckenna Mikulecky, Cadet 2nd Lt.
Rylan Rimpila. Photo credit R. Knox

Scholes added, “It’s not something a regular teenager gets to do.”
“The Stanton Color Guard routinely
makes themselves available for local community groups and sporting events. It’s
pretty special to be recognized on the big
stage,” added the unit’s Deputy Commander, 1st Lt. Keith Kluzak. “To be asked
to present in this manner is quite an honor,”
Kluzak said.

A photo opportunity with T.C., the Minnesota Twins baseball
mascot. Photo credit R. Knox
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North Hennepin Composite Squadron Hosts
an Aerospace Education Day for Sixty Twin
Cities Metro-Area Scouts
By 2nd Lt. Liz Botkin, CAP
North Hennepin Composite Squadron Assistant PAO
On Saturday, 8 May, 2021, the North Hennepin Composite Squadron
hosted an aerospace education day for nearly 60 members of Twin Cities
Scouts BSA, some of whom traveled as far away as two hours to learn everything they needed to earn merit badges in aviation as well as search and rescue.
Three of the Scouts who attended the event flew from Somerset, Wisconsin
into Crystal Airport, where the merit badge event was held.
Earning each of these merit badges requires both highly technical training
and challenging hands-on experience. Each of the Scouts worked diligently
and safely while adhering to COVID-19 mitigation procedures as they learned
from Scout leaders and Civil Air Patrol members. Two of the event’s guest
speakers from MNWG Headquarters were Lt. Col. Gerry Rosenzweig and Maj.
Tom Fitzhenry, who spent their Saturday teaching various aviation topics. They
were joined by Capt. Sean McClain from Envoy Air and Capt. Elias Straw, an
Avionics Technician with the MN Air National Guard’s 133rd Airlift Wing
based out of the Twin Cities metro-area. Former Spaatz Cadet, North Hennepin Composite Squadron’s Capt. Kate Tostenson, and 1st Lt. Mitch Rothberg (From left to right) Capt. Sean
also served as part of the teaching staff for the day. Since they are the unit’s McClain teaches Scout, Aiden
Cozzi, some fundamentals of
Emergency Services experts, they taught the lessons needed to acquire Search flight aboard a CAP Cessna 172.
and Rescue merit badges. Scouts told Squadron officers that they enjoyed Photo credit Scout leader, Eric
h e a r i n g Cozzi
from multiple speakers and learning about their careers.
In addition to the senior members who led
the day’s instruction were several North Hennepin cadets. Cadet Staff Sgt. Grace McCallum,
Cadet Airman Jaxon Johnson, Cadet Airman
Basic Trygg Meyer and Cadet Airman Basic
James Tuott taught scouts how to make model
airplanes from Styrofoam plates. They also
helped the Scouts compete to see how far their
new creations could fly. Cadet Chief Master
Sgt. Sam Trombley, Cadet Chief Master Sgt.
Aidan Koehn and Cadet Master Sgt. Thomas
Botkin, who is also an Eagle Scout, performed
pre-flight inspections with the Scouts using a
CAP Cessna 172.
(From left to right) Cadet Chief Master Sgt. Aidan Koehn and
Cadet Chief Master Sgt. Sam TrombCadet Master Sgt. Thomas Botkin teach their class of scouts
ley
said he volunteered to serve because he,
all about allerions, elevators, and flaps outside the Squadron
“thought this was a great opportunity for Civil
building. Photo credit 2nd Lt. Liz Botkin
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(From left to right) Cadet Chief Master Sgt. Aidan Koehn and Cadet Master Sgt. Thomas Botkin prepare to offer
their aviation lesson to Scouts gathered in front of the Squadron’s CAP Cessna 172. Photo credit 2nd Lt. Liz
Botkin

Air Patrol members to share their knowledge with
youth within the community.” Senior Member Jeff
McCallum and Cadet Tech. Sgt. Sam Mahr served
as logistics officers for the day, fixing unexpected
technical difficulties. They met each challenge with
calm, cool and collected approaches to troubleshooting, according to Lt. Col. Gerry Rosenzweig
who praised their efforts, and reminded students
and instructors alike that biggest takeaway from
the day’s events was that everyone in the aviation community should be consistently, “Semper
Lt. Col. Gerry Rosenzweig from MNWG Staff teaches Scouts
Gumby,” or always flexible.
about aviation principles using Styrofoam airplanes. Photo
Capt. Sean McClain offered every Scout an
credit Elias Straw
opportunity to sit at his side aboard a CAP Cessna
172 while he explained flight controls and their configuration(s). Scouts also had the opportunity to see a powered parachute in-action thanks to a demonstration by Maj. Tom Fitzhenry. The Major also offered the Scouts
an opportunity to see some of the Wing’s small unmanned
aircraft systems’ capabilities in flight.
Search and Rescue courses involved Scouts learning to
use stretchers and perform a mock hasty search. One Scout
parent reported a thumbs up from her Scout, saying, “When
we picked him up, he said how great the day was and how
it’s his favorite merit badge class ever! Thanks for such a
great opportunity!” Lt. Col. Andrew Dew, North Hennepin’s
Commander, said he looks forward to hosting more events
with Scouts after seeing how the merit badge day gave the
squadron an opportunity to share Civil Air Patrol’s mission
and programs with the larger metro community.
Maj. Tom Fitzhenry from MNWG Staff teaches a
classroom of Scouts about principles of flight.
Photo credit Scout Leader, Eric Cozzi
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National Legislative Day - A Closer Look at
a Few Ways Civil Air Patrol Unites Divided
Parties in Contentious Times
By Cadet Capt. Briannah McDaniel, CAP
MNWG Cadet PAO
The last year has been hard for
everyone - whether they make the
law, or just try their best to live by it.
It is no secret that people everywhere
seem more divided than they have
been in recent memory. For most
people, the biggest social and political divides have happened around
responses to justice reform issues and
COVID mitigation measures. This is
especially true for Congressional
delegations and local legislators. One
exception to this is when those same
lawmakers are talking about their
support for Civil Air Patrol.
On Tuesday, 23 Feb., 2021, Col. William Hienz, Col. Kevin Sliwinski, Maj.
During this year’s National Leg- Tom Fitzhenry and Cadet Capt. Briannah McDaniel met with District 7
islative Days, when members of Representative Michelle Fischbach and her staff.
all 52 wings in the national CAP
organization historically visit their legislators to talk about their support for CAP, MNWG Legislative Team went
into their conversations with one of many questions in mind – what makes Civil Air Patrol so remarkable that it
can unite so many otherwise divided political leaders?
This Year’s Minnesota Wing’s
National Legislative Day Team
members were Wing Commander,
Col. Bill Hienz, Wing Government
Relations Officer, Col. Kevin Sliwinski, Wing Director of Emergency
Services, Maj. Tom Fitzhenry, and
Wing Cadet Public Affairs Officer,
Cadet Capt. Briannah McDaniel. Due
to enhanced COVID-mitigation measures, the 2021 National Legislative
Days were held via virtual meetings
over the course of three weeks, from
Tuesday, 16 Feb., 2021 to Friday, 5
Mar., 2021.
When Col. Hienz was asked why
On Friday, 26 Feb., 2021, Col. William Hienz, Col. Kevin Sliwinski, Maj.
he thought so many legislators supTom Fitzhenry, and Cadet Capt. Briannah McDaniel met with District 2
port CAP despite their political posiRepresentative, Angie Craig and her staff.
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tions on many other issues, he said:
We offer the unique combination
of providing, among other things,
(1) real-world search and rescue
for missing people and aircraft, (2)
tremendous opportunity for America’s youth to develop leadership
skills and maturity, (3) educating
our members and our communities
in multiple aspects of aviation and
aerospace, (4) sharing the joy of
flight and flight support with those On Tuesday, 2 Mar., 2021, Col. William Hienz, Col. Kevin Sliwinski, Maj.
Tom Fitzhenry, and Cadet Capt. Briannah McDaniel met with District 1
who are interested. None of that is Representative Jim Hagedorn.
political. One’s politics don’t matter
when one is trying to land a plane on their own for the first time. The vertical speed indicator doesn’t care about
your politics. This non-partisan aspect to our work is attractive to both sides of the aisle.
Col. Hienz’s quote is a good reminder of the impact of CAP’s community influence because it’s a volunteer
organization that fulfills its missions by offering practical help to real people in places where members live and
work. CAP members give opportunities to youth and adults alike that excite lawmakers regardless of their political party. Civil Air Patrol helps foster life-changing experiences for everyone involved in its 3 principal missioncentered programs – aerospace education, cadet program, and emergency services. This makes lawmakers want
to support Civil Air Patrol.
Wing Government Relations Officer, Col. Kevin Sliwinski, highlighted CAP’s cadet programs and aerospace
education as facets of CAP mission objectives that draw legislators to support the organization and even sometimes, become members themselves. He said:
Our cadet program leadership training is recognized as outstanding. Legislators know that our country needs
future leaders who can and will step up and solve the challenges of the future and therefore they are willing to
support the CAP program...and...very few other organizations provide the AE information to teachers that CAP
does, funded by the Federal Government. CAP provides classroom materials, Science, Technology, Engineering,
and math (STEM) projects and teacher orientation flights.
This year, representatives from MNWG were able to meet with all of the Minnesota’s Delegation to the U.S.
House of Representatives as well
as our state’s two senators and/or
their staff. The team met with staff
members from the offices of U.S.
Representatives Betty McCollum,
Ilhan Omar, Pete Stauber. They also
met with staff members working
for Senators Tina Smith and Amy
Klobuchar. MNWG representatives
met directly with U.S. Representatives, Dean Phillips, Tom Emmer,
Angie Craig, Michelle Fischbach,
and Jim Hagedorn.

On Tuesday, 2 Mar., 2021, Col. William Hienz, Col. Kevin Sliwinski, Maj.
Tom Fitzhenry, and Cadet Capt. Briannah McDaniel met with District 6
Representative Tom Emmer and his staff.
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Minnesota American Legion’s National
Security Committee Sponsors CAP and USAF
Scholarships
By Lt. Col. Janelle Gates, CAP
MNWG PAO
Over the last year, the American Legion of Minnesota’s
National Security Committee has provided over $1,000.00
for Civil Air Patrol cadets and ROTC cadets around the
state. Here’s how their donations were dispersed according
to Brigadier General Curtis D. Norenberg, USA, Ret., the
Past-State Vice Commander of the Minnesota Department
of the American Legion:
* Supported the Civil Air Patrol with five scholarships
at $500 each for cadets to attend encampments which are
tentatively set to resume this Summer after a hiatus due to
COVID.
* Gave $750 ROTC Scholarships to three Cadets in
Army, Navy/Marines and Air Force.
* The Legion’s Department of Minnesota also awarded
Leadership and Scholastic medals to cadets from each
ROTC service program.
* Sponsored Outstanding Enlisted Person of the Year
for members of the Army and Air National Guard as well
as the reserve components of each service branch. Each
branch’s award winner was given a plaque and Centennial
Anniversary Medal. The Minnesota American Legion is the
only state that presents this award.
When asked to comment further concerning the Legion’s
ongoing relationship with CAP, General Norenberg told Brigadier General Curtis Noremberg, US Army
Wing Public Affairs, “Again, the Nation Security/Foreign Retired, Past-President, MN Department, American
Relations Committee is pleased to be able to honor outstand- Legion
ing Civil Air Patrol Cadets for being involved in this fine
leadership organization and thank them for their service.”
The State Department of Minnesota was established after WWI in 1919 to serve veterans returning from
combat overseas. The organization was founded according to four pillars: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation,
National Security, Americanism, Children and Youth.
Those pillars led to the establishment of the organization’s National Security/Foreign Relations emphasis,
from which, Legion members decide to sponsor programs that encourage a strong national defense and assistance
to military dependents. The Legion’s founding principles also lead them to support organizations like CAP that
have a patriotic youth development emphasis and emergency services component. Legion members additionally lend their support to groups that enhance quality of military life and comfort as well as those that develop
accountability for the recovery of POW/MIA remains.
As always, American Legion members remain, “Veterans Serving Veterans,” and those who hope to become
veterans along with their friends and families.
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St. Cloud Composite Squadron Bids Farewell
to Deploying Emergency Services Officer,
2nd Lt Elizabeth Moscatelli
By 2nd Lt. Joe Calandra, CAP
Assistant MNWG PAO
Cadet Master Sgt. Leo Sun, CAP
St. Cloud Composite Squadron Cadet PAO
One of Civil Air Patrol’s most cherished core values is volunteer service. Many CAP members are Americans who, “volunteer
twice,” because they’re either veterans or current servicemen or
women. St. Cloud Composite Squadron’s Emergency Services Officer, 2nd Lt. Elizabeth Moscatelli, is one of those twice volunteers.
On Monday, 24 May, 2021, the Lieutenant’s squadron members
gave her a formal send-off after she announced that she’d accepted
an Army National Guard assignment that will take her away from
MN for a year or more.
Lt. Moscatelli told the unit’s cadet public affairs team that she
joined Civil Air patrol when she was a teenager because her brother
was part of the Naval Sea Cadet program and while she was inter- (From Left) Deputy Commander for
ested in joining, her mom said no because it was too far of a drive. Seniors, 1st Lt. Leah Staup, Deputy
Squadron Commander, 2nd Lt. Joseph
She later searched for a unit online and found one in Hutchinson. She Calandra, Jr., Squadron Commander, Lt.
went to three meetings and she’s been a CAP member ever since. Col. Shawn Warneke, and Emergency
MNWG 2020 Cadet of the Year, Cadet Capt. Briannah McDaniel Services Officer, 2nd Lt. Elizabeth
of Hutchinson Composite Squadron, told Wing Public Affairs that Moscatelli stand by an Army Cobra on
Lt. Moscatelli was, “a great cadet mentor and is still a good friend,” display outside the Army Aviation Support
Facility where the unit meets each Monday.
who’s “knowledgeable about so many things in CAP.”
One the biggest challenges the Lieutenant says she’s faced in her nearly 10 years as a CAP member, has
been developing her leadership style. “When I first joined CAP, I was
very hard-headed and an aggressive leader. If there was a goal, I wanted
to meet it as fast as possible regardless of whether or not if it was for the
best. Since then, with proper mentorship, I’ve slowed down and become
less aggressive and focused more on subordinate care,” Moscatelli said.
Moscatelli also said her proudest CAP moment was earning her Billy
Mitchell Award, which allowed her to advance in rank in the Army more
quickly than if she hadn’t become a cadet officer. Her parting advice
to cadets before she heads oversees for a year-plus on a peacekeeping
Lt. Col. Shawn Warneke presents
operation as Seargent with the 434th Chemical Company was, “Do not be
2nd Lt. Elizabeth Moscatelli with a
afraid to apply for things you do not think you are qualified for; you may
squadron coin to keep with her as
she prepares to deploy to the Middle have more qualities or experience that will be helpful to the position than
you realize.” She explained that the reason she thought this advice was
East.
important was because emergency services was the CAP program that
interested her least when she first joined. Yet, she eventually ended up not only becoming an emergency services
officer as a senior member, but working in a similar capacity in the military too. The cadets and senior members
of the St. Cloud Composite Squadron invite the well-wishes and prayers of the entire Wing for the success and
safe homecoming of Lieutenant Moscatelli and the soldiers in her company.
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MIA since Pearl Harbor, 1941

Minnesota CAP Major’s Missing Uncle
Returns Home 80 Years After Death at Pearl
Harbor
By Lt. Col. Robert Wieneke, CAP
Group II Public Affairs Officer, Texas Wing
(“Adapted” for Northern Flights by the Tri-County Composite Squadron and 2nd Lt. Joe Calandra, Assistant
MNWG Public Affairs Officer)
Akeley, Minn. – July 10, 2021 – CAP
Maj. Dianne (Todd) Harris, Commander of the Tri-County Composite
Squadron wasn’t yet born when her
“Uncle Neal” left to serve his country. She recalls family stories about
the gregarious 22-year old’s friendly
smile and his ‘goodbyes’ to siblings at
the schoolhouse before he left home to
enlist in the navy on the eve of WWII.
Maj. Harris told TX Wing Public
Affairs that she always wished that
she and the rest of the family knew
what happened to him. He went missing and was feared dead following the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, HI,
but no one could say for sure what
happened to him because his remains
were not discovered and identified
until 2020.
Harris is the daughter of Donald
Todd, one of Neal’s brothers. Late last
year, Maj. Harris’ family learned that Tri-County Composite Squadron Commander, Maj. Dianne Harris,
he had indeed been killed aboard the receives a folded flag from U.S. Navy honor guard commander,
USS Oklahoma on Dec. 7, 1941. On graveside, in honor of her uncle, Fireman 1st Class Neal Todd’s service
July 10, 2021, Fireman 1st Class Todd during WWII.
was laid to rest after 80 years -- not to
the well-deserved embraces of family members, but to the stately ceremonies preceding his burial.
Maj. Harris said she was encouraged in 2017, when she learned that the Navy had begun using new technology to find and identify the remains of sailors who were buried at sea, but never thought her uncle’s remains
would be among those recovered. “We knew of the efforts underway but didn’t have much hope. So many years
had passed,” she said. Harris added that when she received news that he was finally coming home, she was,
“surprised,” but happy.
Two days before the funeral, Todd’s remains arrived in Minneapolis on a Southwest Airlines flight and
received front-page treatment by local press. Two airport firetrucks sprayed a double arch of water under which
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the plane taxied to the gate – an homage to Todd’s military role as
Navy Fireman 1st Class. As nearly 100 family members and friends
watched, a U.S. Navy honor guard attired in dress whites transferred
Todd’s casket from the aircraft to a hearse -- for the final leg of
the journey ‘home’ to Akeley. Law enforcement vehicles cleared a
speedy path through traffic and up the freeway north toward Akeley
accompanied by Patriot Guards, fire department members from
around the state, and local police.
During funeral services, CAP was represented by Lt. Col. Congressman Pete Stauber, a member of CAP’s National Congressional
Squadron in Washington, D.C., Minnesota Wing Chaplain Lt. Col.
Jill Holm, head of Government Affairs Col. Kevin Sliwinski, Lt. Col.
Dave Odette, former North Dakota Wing Commander, Col. Tom
Weston, and others.

BELOW: A US Navy burial detail brings Fireman 1st Class Todd’s
remains to their final resting place in Akeley, MN. He was killed in
action, Dec. 7, 1941.
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Fireman 1st Class Neal Todd, USS
Okalahoma
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Photo Essay: Minnesota Civil Air Patrol
Members Honor Veterans, Fallen Warriors
and War Widows During Memorial Day
Events Across the State
By 2nd Lt. Joseph Calandra, Jr., CAP
Assistant MNWG PAO
According to MNWG Vice Commander, Lt. Col. Paul Prior, nine
squadrons and several Wing staff officers participated in Memorial Day
events around the state. Cadets and senior members from Duluth, TriCounty, Ft. Snelling, St. Paul, St. Cloud, St. Croix, Red Wing, Viking,
and Owatonna Composite Squadrons represented Civil Air Patrol during
public commemorations over the holiday weekend and the days leading
up to it. Here are a few details about some of those events and accompanying photos:
On Thursday, 27 May and Friday, 28 May, 2021, St. Cloud Composite Squadron’s color guard presented and retired the Colors during
senior living community gatherings in Elk River, Otsego, and Albertville
during which veterans who died during the COVID-19 Pandemic were
honored and remembered by their friends, neighbors, and healthcare
teams. These prayer services were held at three assisted living facilities in
the 11-site eldercare housing and healthcare system over which the unit’s
deputy commander MNWG Emergency Services Director,
(this writer) serves Maj. Tom Fitzhenry, address 60
a s C h a p l a i n c y live HVAM attendees in Richfield
Director. The final discussing CAP’s 80th Anniversary
service of the three as an American Legion rile squad
was co-led by Char- member listens intently. Photo credit
HVAM Board of Directors
acter Development
Instructor, 2nd Lt.
Joseph Calandra and the North Central Region’s 2020
Senior CAP Chaplain of the Year, Ch, (Lt. Col.), Jill Holm.
On Saturday, 29 May, 2021, cadets and senior members
from St. Cloud assisted local Veterans of Foreign Wars in
their annual fundraiser distributing poppies to passers-by
at the St. Could Sam’s Club in memory of Allied combat
casualties from 1914 to present. Together, Civil Air Patrol
St. Cloud Composite Squadron cadets help
members
helped raised over $2,400.00 in just two days.
members of VFW Post 428 with their Memorial
Day poppy sales at the local Sam’s Club. (Pictured
On Sunday, May 31, 2021, members of the St. Paul, St.
from left to right): Cadet Airman 1st Class Megan
Croix, and Ft. Snelling Composite Squadrons participated in
Greshowak, Cadet 2nd Lt. Joshua Fisher, Cadet
the South St. Paul Memorial Day Program which has been an
Staff Sgt. Ben Greshowak, Cadet Senior Master
ongoing tradition for over 70 years. The presentation of the
Sgt. Aiden Staup, Cadet Senior Master Sgt. Caleb
Fisher. Photo credit Cadet Airman 1st Class Lukas Colors and subsequent speeches featured Veterans of Foreign Wars and American Legion members honoring fallen
Greshowak
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An Owatonna cadet helps plant American flags at red
Wing Park on Memorial Day. Photo credit Capt. Dwight
Jennings, Owatonna Composite Sq.

North Central Region Chaplain, Ch (Lt. Col.),
Donald Mikitta helps unfurl an American flag
before planting it beside over 100 others at Red
Wing Park on Memorial Day. Photo credit Capt.
Dwight Jennings, Owatonna Composite Sq.

veterans and their families. The event was held at Oak
Hill Cemetery in St. Paul. In addition to a rifle salute
and the playing of taps, the program also involved laying flowers on the veterans’ monument in the cemetery,
a chaplain’s invocation, a keynote address by a notable
veteran and a public recitation of The American Creed
and Gettysburg Address by CAP members. Cadet Lt.
Col. Evan Ekstrand read the Gettysburg Address and
Lt. Col. Anna-Marie Bistodeau read the WWI poem,
“In Flanders Fields.”
North Central Region’s Personnel Director, Lt. Col.
Anna-Marie Bistodeau, described the importance of
the event and its impact on her life, telling Wing Public
Affairs:
“I am a lifelong resident of South St. Paul and I
remember the program as a child. Participation in the
Memorial Day parade and program is in my blood.
Honoring our veterans is how I was raised - my father
was in the Military Police during WWll. My stepdad
Members of the St. Cloud Composite Squadron, MNWG was a Pearl Harbor survivor who was stationed at
Schofield barracks in HI during WWll. He was a memChaplain, and U.S. Army Major, Josh Bloom, from Ft.
Snelling stand outside Guardian Angels Engel Haus
ber of both the VFW and American Legion. He was a
senior community following the Saturday, 29 May,
member of the rifle squad and participated in graveside
2021, resident memorial service. (Pictured from left to
tributes at Ft Snelling for fellow VFW members. My
right, back to front): Cadet Chief Master Sgt. Connor
parents are buried at Oak Hill where this program is
Schwab, Cadet Senior Master Sgt. Caleb Fisher, Cadet
2nd Lt. Joshua Fisher, Cadet Staff Sgt. Ben Greshowak, conducted. I still recall them being physically there
participating [in the event for years].”
2nd lt. Sandy Schwab, 2nd Lt. John Swoada, Chaplain
(Lt. Col.) Jill Holm, 2nd Lt. Joseph Calandra, Maj. Josh
During Memorial Day Weekend, CAP families,
Bloom, U.S. Army
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Members of St. Cloud Composite Squadron’s
color guard pose for a photo before presenting
the Colors during a resident memorial service at
Guardian Angels by the Lake Assisted Living in
Elk River. (Pictured from left to right): Cadet Senior
Master Sgt. Caleb Fisher, Cadet 2nd Lt. Josh
Fisher, Cadet Staff Sgt. Ben Greshowak, Cadet
Master Sgt. Leo Sun. Photo credit 2nd Lt. Joseph
Calandra, Jr.

St. Cloud Composite Squadron members and a Legislative
Squadron officer stand with a WWII veteran and his wife
following the Elk River chapel service. (Pictured from Left
to Right, Back to Front) Cadet Master Sgt. Leo Sun, Cadet
2nd Lt. Josh Fisher, 2nd Lt. Joe Calandra, Cadet Senior
Master Sgt. Caleb Fisher, Cadet Staff Sgt. Ben Greshowak,
Dorris Anderson, Dan Anderson, and Maj. Paul Novotny
(R-30A). Photo credit 2nd Lt. John Swoada – photo used
with resident permission

friends, cadets, and senior members from Owatanna
and Red Wing Squadrons, joined by Stanton Composite Squadron Commander, 1st Lt. Jeff Rezac and North Central Region Chaplain, Ch., (Lt. Col.) Donald Mikitta,
planted hundreds of flags at Red Wing park. Duluth Composite Squadron members, including the unit’s color guard,
also marched in the Duluth Memorial Day parade.
Finally, on Memorial Day, Viking and Ft. Snelling Composite Squadron’s Color Guard teams participated
in a virtual celebration that accompanied live presentations in Richfield at the Honoring All Veterans Memorial
(HAVM). According to the memorial board of directors, this Richfield monument, “honors US military veterans
with granite tablets that bear the names of
many veterans and a bronze statue of Iwo
Jima flag-raiser and longtime Richfield resident, Charles Lindberg.”
This year’s hybrid ceremony featured
in-person and virtual speeches from several
civic and military leaders, including a keynote
address commemorating CAP’s 80th birthday
offered to 60 “live” attendees plus an online
audience. The keynote address was given
by Col. Bill Hienz, MNWG Commander.
HAVM’s Board President, Don Belkengren,
emceed the event and his fellow Board Member, Maj. Tom Fitzhenry, MNWG Emergency
Services Director, also delivered remarks
highlighting 80th the Anniversary of the CAP
which began recruiting members just six days
St. Paul, St. Croix, and Ft. Snelling Composite Squadron
before the Dec. 7, 1941 attack on the Amerimembers are shown participating in the South St. Paul Memorial can naval base at Pearl Harbor, HI.
Day Program. Photo credit North Central Region Public Affairs
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