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By Colonel William Hienz

Greetings,
Minnesota
Wing!
Welcome to the first 2021 edition of
Northern Flights! In these pages, you’ll
find a number of great articles and photos that highlight Minnesota
Wing’s many recent accomplishments. You’ll see articles and photos
from our mission to assist our Army National Guard partners in
organizing and preparing personal protective equipment (PPE), for
which we won high praise. You’ll also find news related to our Air
Force Association partnerships and the great efforts of our cadets in
many activities. You’ll also see the dedication of our adult members
too. So, please join me in reflecting on our successes!
Despite the significant challenges posed by the pandemic, we
have had many successes indeed! Like many Wings across the
nation, Minnesota Wing was returned to “Phase 0 Remobilization,”
in view of the surge in COVID-19 cases as 2020 ended. Yet, we
remained engaged. We celebrated the addition of a new Squadron
in Delano, Minnesota, Skyhawk Composite Squadron, MN-040. We
led the nation, by far, in Cadet Wings program private pilot licenses.
We maintained membership and participation at a rate far above the
national average. We reduced the price of flying to as low as $20/hour
dry rate, which is probably the most economical flying you’ll find
anywhere, nationwide. I could not be prouder of Minnesota Wing!
I am looking forward to our upcoming online Wing Conference,
on 17 April, with the theme, “Emerge and Engage!” As we emerge
from the pandemic in 2021, we have so many opportunities to engage
– with each other, with our communities, and with our Wing, as we
continue to serve our nation as dedicated volunteers.
The strength of CAP is in our people – and our people reside
primarily in our 24 squadrons statewide. Your Minnesota Wing staff
and your Wing command team remain dedicated to serving you, our
members, as we emerge and engage in 2021.


Minnesota Wing Assists National Guard
in COVID-19 Response
By Second Lieutenant Joseph Calandra, Jr.
Assistant MN Wing PAO
ST. PAUL, MN – Eighteen members from Civil
Air Patrol’s Minnesota Wing devoted 184 volunteer hours over five days the week before
Christmas to support Minnesota National Guard
COVID-19 mitigation efforts.
The members assisted with packing, organizing and storing personal protective equipment
(PPE)—gowns, gloves, masks and face shields—
for distribution to health care workers in prisons
and medical facilities throughout the state.
Acting as a Total Force partner and the official
civilian auxiliary of the Air Force, CAP is aligned
with First Air Force to rapidly respond to nonmilitary threats domestically when tasked in a Defense
Support of Civil Authorities capacity to save lives,
relieve suffering, prevent property damage and
provide humanitarian assistance.
On the mission’s second day, 13 cadets and
senior members assembled 200 boxes containing
19,000 K-90 surgical masks, 1,536 face shields,
3,000 Level 1 gowns and 6,000 medical gloves in

First Lieutenant Heike Dodge, Crow Wing
Squadron Commander, and First Lieutenant Caleb
Gregory of Viking Squadron, pack face masks for
shipment to a MN prison.



St. Paul Composite Squadron’s Cadet Commander,
Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Lillian Glover, packs
face shields for MN healthcare workers during
COVID-19 relief efforts in St. Paul.

just six hours –a result that normally would have
required two days
Wing members also assisted National Guardsmen with reorganizing PPE storage in the warehouse for later distribution, including 211,200
surgical masks.
Several National Guardsmen told the wing
mission’s supervisor, 1st Lt. Heike Dodge, Crow
Wing Composite commander, that they found
volunteers “efficient and well-organized, which
improved the efforts of both organizations.”
When asked why she signed up for the mission, Cadet Lt. Col. Lillian Glover, the St. Paul
Composite Squadron’s cadet commander, said
she was looking to “do something good” while


Civil Air Patrol volunteers admire their finished product - 200 boxes of N-90 masks, gloves, and face
shields, being shipped to MN healthcare workers responding to COVID-19 in their communities.

on break from school. Her mother, 1st Lt. Marlies
Gronewaller, the squadron’s deputy commander
for cadets, joined her daughter on the mission.
Gronewaller said she wanted to serve with her
daughter and her friends because she too thought
the mission was “a good opportunity for community service.”
Maj. Tom Fitzhenry, the Minnesota Wing’s

MN Wing PAO, Lieutenant Colonel Janelle Gates,
marks newly reorganized Minnesota Department
of Health supplies for storage in the warehouse
managed by members of the health department
employees and members of the MN Army National
Guard.



director of operations and incident commander
for the mission, said the Guardsmen “were all
impressed with how well [and] how hard they
worked. They were not accustomed to a group
coming in and being able to get instructions and
complete the task without constant supervision,
and [they] said we were the best yet.”
Should the need for such service arise again,
“We have members that are well-equipped to
complete these missions,” Fitzhenry said.

Cadet First Lieutenant Braeden Kluzak of Stanton
Composite Squadron packs face masks to ship to
healthcare workers alongside additional PPE.



Cadet Major Kayla Wayman, Anoka
County Composite Squadron’s Cadet
Commander, Selected to lead 2021
Joint Dakota Encampment as Cadet
Commander
By Second Lieutenant Joe Calandra, Jr.
Assistant MN Wing PAO
On Tuesday, 21 December, 2020, Captain Richard Rezac, SD
Wing Chief of Staff and 2021 Joint Dakota Encampment Commander,
announced that Cadet Major Wayman was chosen as the Cadet Commander of the 2021 Joint Dakota Encampment. This encampment
serves both North Dakota and South Dakota Civil Air Patrol Wings.
The captain’s official announcement read:
“I am pleased to announce that C/Maj Kayla Wayman has
accepted the position of Cadet Commander for the 2021 Joint
Dakota Encampment. C/Maj Wayman joined CAP in 2015 as a
cadet with the Beartooth Composite Squadron in Billings, MT.
There she served as a Flight Sergeant, Cadet IT NCO and Wing
CAC Representative. She has served in a wide variety of positions,
both at her local unit and at different activities. Maj Wayman
is currently the Cadet Commander of Anoka County Composite
Squadron in Blaine MN. She has also served as Logistics NCO, Cadet Major Kayla Wayman,
Anoka County Composite
Flight Commander, Executive Officer and Deputy Commander in Squadron Cadet Commander
the Anoka squadron. This will be Maj Wayman’s 5th Joint Dakota
Encampment. She was Honor Cadet at her 1st encampment, and has served as Flight Sergeant,
Squadron Commander and Deputy Commander for Operations. Maj Wayman is currently a student at
the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities (UMN-TC). She is pursuing a Major in Human Physiology
and a Minor in German. She was honored to be on the Dean’s List at UMN-TC in 2018 and 2019. She
also works at Step by Step Montessori Schools. Congratulations, C/Maj Wayman!”
The annual Joint Encampment will again be hosted by Camp Rapid in Rapid City, SD, and take place
from 10 - 18 July, 2021. Cadet Major Wayman competed with 9 other cadets over the course of two months
before her selection was finalized. Captain Rezac expressed his excitement over being able to welcome
Kayla’s leadership during the 2021 summer training and described her admission process, saying:
“The first part of the process was candidates submitting a CAP resume and letter of intent. After those
were examined, selected candidates were interviewed by the Encampment Commander and Deputy
Commander for Support. The results of those interviews were scrutinized, then selected cadets were
offered their positions.”
When Cadet Major Wayman was asked what part of leading the encampment makes her most excited,
she said, “I am excited to be the Cadet Commander because I have been working my whole cadet career to
prepare myself to be the best leader for my people, this is an excellent way to reach many different people
as a servant leader and to see my followers grow!”




An Inside Look at the Air Force
Association’s CyberPatriot:
A Question-and-Answer Session with Two 2020
Competitors and One Team Coach
By Cadet Captain Briannah McDaniel
MN Wing Cadet PAO
CyberPatriot is the National Youth Cyber
Education Program created by the Air Force
Association (AFA) to inspire students toward
pursuing careers in the cybersecurity industry or
other technology-related careers. CyberPatriot
has three divisions: Middle School, Open, and All
Service. Civil Air Patrol cadets compete in two out
three available divisions - Middle School and All
Service.
Middle School Division competitors are students in 6th-8th grade. In contrast, All-Service
Division competitors are High School Students
in 9th to 12th grade. To prepare for competitions,
Anoka County Composite Squadron 2020-2021
each team practices securing computers from interCyberPatriot Team - Cadets pictured from left to
nal and external threats in simulated real-world Right: C/TSgt Tim Klimisch, C/MSgt Calvin Theis,
scenarios. The competition consists of three to C/Maj Giselle Johnson, C/CMSgt Ty Bennett. Not
four images ranging from Windows 10, Windows pictured: C/2dLt Eliana Cocchiarella
Server, Ubuntu, and Debian, along with a Cisco
Quiz and an exercise designed to help competitors learn to secure a simulated network using Cisco Packet
Tracer. This year, five composite squadrons faced-off in the 2020 Season: Anoka County, Hutchinson,
130th, St. Croix and Mankato.
Here’s what two 2020 competitors and one of this year’s team coaches had to say about their experience when asked to discuss favorite memories and plans for future career goals:
Cadet Airman Massimo Luciano, Hutchinson Composite Squadron
First Year CyberPatriot Competitor
Q: What have you learned so far in your first year?
A: I’ve learned quite a bit about the ins and outs of computers. There’s a lot more to a computer than just
what you do daily. I have been exposed to a lot of great information!
Q: What do you like about CyberPatriot?
A: Getting to work with a great bunch of people in a cool kind of team way.
Q: Do you plan on going into the computer field as a career?
A: I’m not entirely sure about that; but CyberPatriot has certainly opened my eyes to some incredible
possibilities.
Q: What advice would you give to someone who just joined CyberPatriot?
A: Pay attention to your coaches and mentors. Do some good research on your own and have fun; it’s a




great program!
Q: Why should someone join CyberPatriot?
A: I’d say [join] if you like computers. If you’re interested in computers, want to make friends, or want a
really cool, different experience; have a go at it!
Cadet Chief Master Seargent Sean Haley, 130th Composite Squadron
Third Year CyberPatriot Competitor
Q: What have you learned so far in CyberPatriot?
A: Yes, the big thing that I learned was the ins and outs of how different computer operating systems
work, having done the virtual machines for my first year. However, in my first year, our Cisco guy
wasn’t able to join us for the round, and so I had about a week to learn Cisco from the ground up and
do my best. After that, I stuck with Cisco because I was able to adapt to the mindset required for it...
during that time is when I learned [not only] a lot more not only about computers, but how everything
is connected together and what really goes on behind the Graphical User Interface of an Operating
System, as you can learn a lot by seeing what can come in and out.
Q: What do you like about CyberPatriot?
A: I like a few things about it, #1 the environment. My team has an environment that is a bit like an IT
workplace which is always good fun. And with cyber being different by nature, than the other things
you do in CAP...the relationship that you have with your team is a bit different. #2 the problem solving and the inherent chaotic nature that can come from that because you can be trying to solve an issue
that came up and made you lose points, and suddenly, you flipped a switch that opened a flood gate
to get even more points... but you still didn’t fix what you’re aiming for so you continue to try and fix
that. So, in a sense it’s like debugging code, you change one thing and 10 other things suddenly work,
then you change another thing and 20 other things break.
Q: Do you plan on going into the computer field as a career?
A: I would love to be a game developer as my career on top of being an Air National Guard fighter pilot
for the 148th fighter wing in Duluth, MN.
Q: What advice would you give to someone who just joined CyberPatriot?
A: First and foremost, know what you want to get out of the program and understand that CyberPatriot is
all about computer science. So, you can get many things out of it; but, the big thing in CyberPatriot,
is getting the opportunity to go to nationals. This can mean many things to different people. Some

Hutchinson Composite Squadron’s High School and Middle School CyberPatriot Team with cadet and
senior member coaches.
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are in it to get the renown that comes with going to nationals so they can get into a specific school or
program that they’re aiming for. Others are outright aiming for that scholarship, and there are even
those who are using nationals to find other competitors that can challenge them. But, for everyone
aiming to go, there’s always something driving them to get there.
There will be those who have the will to never give up. There will be those who have the will to never
lose and there will be those who have the drive to perform at their absolute best. But, out of my time of
participating in CyberPatriot, there is one thing [in common] that I have found to be among everyone
who has gone to nationals... and that is the willingness to learn. While yes, all of the motives I have
just listed are important, nothing is more important than the willingness to learn, because as I have
stated, CyberPatriot is about computer science, and science is that willingness to learn.
Q: Why should someone join CyberPatriot?
A: With technology becoming ever more present in our lives it is not only helpful to know how this new
technology works, but how it can be applied. In CyberPatriot you learn just that, how to use technology and what lies under the hood of the everyday graphical user interface that you use. On top of that
you also learn all of the ways that technology can be applied to different situations. And even if you
aren’t looking to have a career in IT, it’s always good to expand your tool belt, and in the scenario that
something goes wrong with your technology that you own, believe me it’s a lot better to know how to
fix it on your own than having someone come out and fix it for you
First Lieutenant Eric Ekstrand, St. Croix Composite Squadron, CyberPatriot Coach
Q: What has being a CyberPatriot Team Coach taught you?
A: I have learned a lot about the next generation of IT professionals. Our cadets have a passion for technology and have embraced this competition not only for the competitive aspect, but the knowledge
they are receiving from the training materials and the competition itself.
Q: What do you like about CyberPatriot?
A: I think is a great primer for a career in IT. The information and skills the cadets are learning is well
beyond where most youth their ages would get in school. The support from the AFA and Cisco and
[having] access to advanced training is priceless. Also, the excitement that the cadets show during the
competition and determination to find every solution is so exciting as a coach. This is only our second
year, and the cadets that have been through this once have taken complete control of the process and
are now training our new cadets. That makes this so exciting!
Q: What advice would you give to someone who just joined CyberPatriot?
A: Yes there is a lot of information, but be patient you will get there. For the uninitiated you will get
bombarded with a ton of information and your first competition will be overwhelming. Give it time,
experience is a great thing and it will take time to get to where you need to be but it should be fun!
Q: Why should someone join CyberPatriot?
A: If you like to be part of a team, if you want to learn about cybersecurity, networking, computers and
[having the opportunity to] build camaraderie with other cadets and squadrons, this is a way to do it.
Even if you don’t plan a career in IT, you will learn so much to help you in your IT- connected life.
Here’s how MN Wing’s 2020-2021 teams fared in the second round of competition at publishing time:
In the All-Service Division, 130th Composite took 1st Place. One team from St. Croix Composite
Squadron came in 2nd Place, followed by the Anoka County Composite Squadron, whose team came in
3rd Place. Hutchinson Composite Squadron came in 4th Place and an additional St. Croix team came in
7th Place. In the Middle School Division, Hutchinson Composite Squadron came in 2nd Place.
If you would like to learn more details about the competition, view additional team standings, as well
learn more about CyberPatriot’s sponsors and history, additional information is available on the CyberPatriot website: https://www.uscyberpatriot.org.
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Squadron Highlight - Major Mary
Albright, Anoka County Composite
Squadron’s Deputy Commander for
Cadets
By Second Lieutenant Joseph Calandra, Jr.
Assistant MN Wing PAO
Mary Albright has spent the last ten years forming young adults
into tomorrow’s aerospace industry leaders by encouraging them to
pursue their Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM)
dreams. Major Albright joined Anoka County Composite Squadron
in October of 2010. She became Deputy Commander for Cadets eight
months later and served in that role until December 2012. She held
the position again from June 2014 to present. Her mentoring helps
cadets experience aerospace education in new and exciting ways.
These opportunities have ranged from participating in a Google
Hangout to discuss the Mars Curiosity project with a NASA Operations Manager to face-to-face meetings with aerospace field experts
like a meteorologist and U.S. Air Force Hurricane Hunter.
Major Albright has also coached Anoka’s CyberPatriot Team
Major Mary Albright, Anoka
as the squadron’s program director for seven consecutive years. Her
County Composite Squadron
teams have earned Platinum Tier three times and Gold Tier, four. Deputy Commander for Cadets
Thanks to Mary’s efforts, CyberPatriot is not the only prominent
competitive STEM group fielded by Anoka. In 2017, Major Albright
formed a team to compete in StellarXplorers, the National High School Space Systems Challenge.
Anoka’s teams have been National Finalists or Semi-finalists each competition year. Anoka is still the
only team fielded in the North Central Region.
During competition, teams determine solutions that best meet mission objectives over the course of 6
hours. They attempt to solve scenarios that deal with orbit, satellite component, and launch vehicle selection to demonstrate their knowledge of space history, mechanics and spacecraft physics. Competitors also
take a separate quiz that tests their academic knowledge in similar areas of expertise.
In addition to all of these efforts, Major Albright also founded a nonprofit 501c3 organization independent of CAP called the Starbird Association. According to Major Albright, Starbird was born from
this central idea:
“There’s a lot of STEM programming for early childhood, elementary and middle school aged youth.
But it pretty much dies off when these kids hit high school - right when they have to start making life
decisions on college, careers, etc.…Starbird works to fill that gap.”
When asked to describe how Starbird fits into that objective, Major Albright stressed the importance
of fostering a new dynamic in business and community support for STEM-motivated teens, whom the
Major identified as, “The future of our workforce.” She went on to explain three ways Starbird is working
15
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toward that goal:
“Educate the public on the continued need for a curious and technically developed workforce, specifically working to support Minnesota teens in STEM and aerospace career exploration.
Promote STEM and aerospace education in youth leadership and workforce development through our
support of the Anoka County Composite Squadron’s innovative programming.
Advocate for Minnesota as #SpaceNorth, the Midwest hub for the space industry in the United
States.”
When asked to talk more about her vision for Minnesota becoming #SpaceNorth, Mary had this to say
about what is now and what is possible next:
“There are critical career
needs in aerospace and
STEM right now and those
needs are projected to grow.
The Bureau of Labor and
Statistics projects nearly
200,000 jobs in the space
industry will need filling
by 2024 and STEM job
openings in general will be
18.31% of all job openings.
Goldman Sachs and Morgan
Stanley analysts predict that
the space economy will generate $1 trillion by 2040.
There’s no reason Minnesota can’t be part of this
future. What’s needed is an
approach that is exciting
and engaging to the high One of Anoka County Composite Squadron’s StellarXplorers Teams
school age group so they - Photo Taken Pre-COVID during National Finals:
Cadets standing to the left of the competition sign - Hannah Tepley
can see the opportunities
and possibilities in space and Sydney Norwood. Cadets standing to the right of the competition
sign - Jordan Norwood, Yelizar Dergachev, Michael Belair.
economy career fields.
This isn’t necessarily about
becoming the next astronaut. This is about the next developments in the space economy where a broad
base of trained personnel will be needed for projects like additive manufacturing in low earth orbit,
space mining, satellite design, and space tourism.
I believe that Minnesota needs to be #SpaceNorth, the Midwest hub for the space industry in the
United States. We have a robust economy with many Fortune 500 companies headquartered here as
well as a highly educated population. There is no reason that SpaceX, Virgin Galactic, Blue Origin,
NASA and others shouldn’t have an office here. Minnesota should not be exporting its talent. With
my experience and results in growing aerospace and STEM programs for the cadets in the Civil Air
Patrol, the next step is to make this kind of impact with the teens in Minnesota.”
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MN Wing Staff Highlight – Vice
Commander, Major Ray Phillips
By Lieutenant Colonel Janelle Gates
MN Wing PAO
Major Ray Phillips is the MN Wing Vice Commander. Since he’s been part of Civil Air Patrol
since 2001, he has many stories to tell about his 19
years of volunteer service. When asked to describe
his role on Wing Staff, he offered the following
story to explain how he became Vice Commander
and the joy he’s found in his new assignment after
being promoted from Group Commander in 2020:
It was a quiet afternoon in April of 2020. I was
working at my desk when the Wing Commander
called. A call from the Wing Commander to a
Group Commander is a little unusual but
welcome considering the esteem I have for the
man. He informed me that our current Vice
Commander was moving out of state and asked
me to take his place. After getting up off of the
floor, I stammered through [my response of]
“yes” and “Thank you.” Although every new Major Ray Phillips, MN Wing Vice Commander
position is a personal stretching experience, my
background was helpful. In the last 19 years in
CAP, I have been Pilot, Orientation Pilot, Safety Officer, Squadron Finance Officer, Wing Director of
Finance, Squadron Commander, and Group Commander. In the process, CAP has seen fit to present
(gift), me with three Achievement Awards, three Commander’s Commendations (including Wing Staff
Member of the Year), and three North Central Region Director of Finance of the Year Awards.
In Minnesota, the Wing Vice Commander oversees the four Group Commanders and provides them
guidance, assistance, and encouragement. Minnesota has 24 squadrons and the need for oversight
and coordination by the Vice Commander, the Group Commanders, and the Squadron Commanders
is consistent and essential. As for myself, I have also taken the role of troubleshooter and diplomat
among the squadrons. It is a busy job, but as all members support the Wing and we become a viable
tool to support shared aims and Civil Air Patrol’s value to our country and the United States Air
Force. I am very thankful to have a small part in that.
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MN Wing Staff Highlight - Chaplain,
Lieutenant Colonel, Jill Holm
By Second Lieutenant Joseph Calandra, Jr.
Assistant MN Wing PAO
Civil Air Patrol’s founder, the Rev. Gill Rob Wilson, was
a pastor’s son, a Presbyterian minister, and former American
Legion chaplain. In many ways, his legacy of service to both
God and country live on in today’s CAP Chaplain Corps. The
MN Wing’s cadre of spiritual care providers are led by Chaplain, (Lieutenant Colonel), Jill Holm, who uses her many
years of education, zeal and experience to serve Minnesota’s
CAP cadets and seniors as the wing’s lead chaplain.
Jill joined CAP, almost by accident, 30 years ago. When
asked how she first heard about CAP, Chaplain Holm
explained that while she was inviting people to check out
local congregations, one of the people she met in the community was a refrigerator repair man who was a CAP senior
member. He told her, that if she would attend a CAP meeting,
he would go to church. Jill said, “I went, he didn’t.” The rest
is 30 years of history.
For years before joining CAP, Jill had been passionate
about education. After earning two Bachelor’s Degrees—one
in health and another in physical education—she taught and
coached children and young adults for nearly a decade. As
a coach, she not only taught the fundamentals of basketball,
Chaplain, Lieutenant Colonel, Jill Holm,
softball, track and field, and volleyball; she used sports as an MN Wing Chaplain
effective tool to inspire young adults to learn how to work
as a team. Long before CAP, Jill had been living and teaching others CAP core values like integrity and
respect.
Chaplain Holm’s dedication to excellence in all she does extends beyond her teaching career into her
Christian vocation, too. She holds both a Master of Divinity and a Doctor of Theology which she used to
pastor several churches until her retirement.
When asked what a chaplain does, Jill humorously said, even after all these years, she is, “still trying
to figure that out.” Whether her ministry takes her to the bedside of a sick cadet in the hospital or on a
quiet walk with a homesick cadet during an encampment, Chaplain Holm is always concerned with offering a sense of sacred presence to care for the “whole person.” For her, that means, “more than anything,
bringing an active, listening ear,” to aid in the overall care of, “the physical, emotional mental, social, and
spiritual” health or a cadet, senior member or a CAP family that might be in need of encouragement.
Sometimes that means visiting the scene of a downed aircraft. Other times, it means helping grow the
state’s chaplain and chaplain support specialist ranks through active recruiting or simply being an active
part of weekly squadron meetings, teaching character development and suicide prevention strategies, or
speaking at annual wing conferences, emergency services trainings, staff colleges or making personal or
virtual visits to squadrons around the state. No matter where Chaplain Holm’s duties take her, she, like all
chaplains, remain committed to actively praying daily for the wellbeing of everyone in uniform.
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Undeterred by COVID-19, Civil Air Patrol
Families Honor American Veterans
During 2020 Wreaths Across America
Commemorations
By Second Lieutenant Joseph Calandra, Jr.
Assistant MN Wing PAO
St. Cloud, MN – The Wreaths Across America
organization has one three-part mission – “Remember fallen U.S. veterans, honor those who serve,
and teach your children the value of freedom.”
According to Major Carrie Niemann, the Civil
Air Patrol (CAP) Planning and Programs Officer
and Wreaths Across America Coordinator for MN
Wing, the national organization relies heavily on
local civic-minded patriotic groups and individuals
to carry out these objectives. This happens, in-part, Rows of veterans’ graves marked with freshly laid
balsam wreaths placed by Civil Air Patrol cadets
through annual memorial wreath laying events that and their families during December 2020’s Wreaths
take place usually starting on or around16 DecemAcross America events.
ber at cemeteries around the nation. “The goal is
to honor America’s service members by placing a
donated wreath on grave markers throughout the cemetery,” said Major Neimann.
In 2020, a total of 50 volunteers helped meet this goal from 16-19 December serving at Ft. Snelling
National Cemetery in Minneapolis. When asked how this year’s event was different than last year’s,
Major Neimann explained that due to COVID-19 mitigation protocols being active during 2020’s commemorations, “Participation was limited to individuals and family groups with limits on how many could
be on the grounds at any time. With those safety measures in mind, members and families from Viking,
St. Croix, Stanton, 130th, and St. Cloud Composite Squadrons showed up to help. Over the course of 3
days, close to 9,000 wreaths were placed on markers around the cemetery.”
In addition to the volunteer service provided by CAP members and families, much-needed help was
also provided MN Patriot Guard, Notre Dame Veterans Association, and the Major’s family and friends,
including the provision of a large trailer from which the large boxes of wreaths were broken down for
individual distribution. Thanks to this team of 50-plus, the volunteers were able to successfully place all
the nearly 9,000 wreaths that were donated that year.
Two Civil Air Patrol families from MN Wing’s St. Cloud Composite Squadron embraced the Wreaths
Across America mission and demonstrated the CAP core values of excellence and volunteer service. This
is their story.
Just days before Christmas, St. Cloud Composite Squadron’s Cadet Commander, Cadet Second Lieutenant Joshua Fisher and his brother, Cadet Master Sergeant Caleb Fisher, along with the unit’s Assistant
Cadet Public Affairs Officer, Cadet Senior Airman Benjamin Greshowak and his sister, Cadet Airman
Basic Megan Greshowak, decided to do something the whole squadron couldn’t. They remembered the
sacrifice of fallen U.S. veterans by laying wreaths on more than 522 military graves on separate days as
family units.
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St. Cloud Composite Squadron’s Public Affairs Officer and Deputy Commander for Cadets, Second
Lieutenant Sandra Schwab, explained that the 2020 family-driven commemoration was necessary due to
pandemic mitigation efforts during the Wing’s Phase Zero remobilization, saying:
Sadly, this year was very different from years’ past. Last year, we took the squadron van and met
up with two CAP families who drove separately. There were a total of eleven cadets and four senior
members from the St. Cloud Composite Squadron who were able to volunteer their time to lay the
wreaths. This year we were not allowed to take the van as they [event organizers] wanted CAP members to come with only family members. That left many of our Cadets without a ride to Ft. Snelling to
help. Fortunately, we did have four Cadets who were able to make it and help with this amazing event.
Wreaths Across America is such a great way to honor those that have served and their families.
The Fisher and Greshowak cadets and their parents described several ways that participating in CAP
and Wreaths Across America reinforced their desire to remember fallen American troops, honor veterans,
and embrace the value of freedom granted to them by generations of Americans who sacrificed on their
behalf.
When Josh (19) and Caleb (16) were asked what motivated them
to volunteer to lay wreaths at Ft. Snelling over two days and more
than four hours of driving, the brothers talked about the importance
of their own family’s military service and how that legacy has
impacted their lives and future military aspirations. Cadet Joshua
Fisher explained:
“…My grandpa served in the
Army for four years, and my
uncle served in the Marines
Cadet Second Lieutenant Joshua
for 20 years…I think what
Fisher, Cadet commander of
impacted me the most was the
St. Cloud Composite Squadron
number of wreaths we laid,
kneels down to lay a fresh
and that wasn’t even close to
memorial wreath on a soldier’s
the normal amount. In other
grave at Ft. Snelling.
words; first, I laid one wreath,
then another, and another - and I started to realize how many men
and women have given of themselves so that we can live in a free
society and pursue our dreams. And that was only at Fort Snelling
- to think of all those who have sacrificed is unimaginable. And that
is really why I participated. It was a way for me to respect and thank
everyone who has served and is serving in our armed forces…”
Cadet Master Sergeant Caleb
Fisher of St. Cloud Composite
Squadron stands to render
salute to a fallen soldier buried
at Ft. Snelling.

Both Fisher brothers expressed aspirations for service in the
armed forces. “Josh, at 19 years old, is strongly considering enlisting in the not-too-distant future. Caleb has also considered robotic
engineering and may have some interest in combining the two,” said
Josh and Caleb’s parents, Russ and Kimberly.
Ben (17) and Megan (15) Greshowak found their experience deeply personal because one of the
servicemen they honored through Wreaths Across America was their grandfather, Staff Sergeant Paul
Greshowak, a WWII Army Air Corps veteran buried at Ft. Snelling. While paying tribute to him certainly
factored into Ben and Megan’s decision to volunteer, their grandpa was one veteran in generations of
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servicemen that have taught these cadets the value of freedom.
Ben and Megan’s Uncle, Michael Greshowak, was a US Army Specialist, during Vietnam. Their
great-uncle Bernard Greshowak, was an Army Private during WW II. The cadets‘ great-grandfather,
Robert G. Warndahl, was an Army medic and WW II Prisoner of War. Their great-great-grandfather,
Hjalmer S. Pearson, was also a soldier in WW I. While each of those relatives is deceased, their greatuncle, who lives in Wisconsin, Steven Warndahl, is an Army veteran of the Korean War. In addition to
these relatives, the Greshowak family has other members and several friends who are living veterans of
Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan.
When asked to describe their experience in Minneapolis, Cadet Second Lieutenant Ben Greshowak,
said:
Megan and I received wreaths to place on specific servicemen’s
gravestones in various sections of the cemetery. We were given
one extra wreath by Major Carrie Niemann, CAP to recognize
our grandfather. We were humbled by the vast numbers of graves
and the reminder that each and every stone represents that
soldier’s life as well as the lives of their family, friends and those
they served with. We saw many stones with coins (pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters) on top and it was another reminder that
these soldiers have not been forgotten. While we had assignments
of where to place wreaths, we also paused to pick up fallen plant
stands and would brush away dried leaves on top of stones.
In our search for specific plots, we read the stones of others and
paid respects. There were many funeral services that morning
and you could hear the gunfire and bugle in the background. We
wished we could have placed wreaths and paid respect to every
Cadet Senior Airman Benjamin
single one there. It meant a lot to be able to help, especially this
Greshowak of St. Cloud
year.
Composite Squadron stands
So many things in today’s daily life are different than what we’ve beside his grandfather’s
been used to. We were honored to honor others this year in
headstone at Ft. Snelling.
particular. [We did this] to help ground us, to help us remember
what really matters and what is really important. We have an annual tradition of visiting cemeteries
on Memorial Day (a different one each year) and finding gravestones of those that have served in
the military and we will place a small flag at their grave. With Wreaths Across America, it was very
emotional to participate in such a large-scale effort of remembrance and honor. We look forward to
helping again in future years.
Both Ben and Megan are considering embracing their family’s proud heritage with future military
service of their own. Ben graduates from high school in 2021. After that, he’s considering joining the
Army or the Air Force through ROTC or a direct commissioning program after college.
Megan has been passionate about animals for as long as she can remember. Her career goal is to
become a veterinarian and care for and train military working dogs or other service animals.
When asked if she had any last thoughts about her participation in 2020’s Wreaths Across America
event, she said, “We are passionate about the people who have served our country and we thank Wreaths
Across America, for everyone who purchased wreaths and for the opportunity.”
If you would like to learn more about the history of Wreaths Across America, are considering donating to 2021 commemorations, or if you would like to get connected with the national organization, you
can visit them online at: https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.
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Stanton Composite Squadron Cadets
Participate in Search and Rescue Exercise
By Second Lieutenant Curt Johnson
Stanton Composite Squadron PAO
Northfield, MN - By the time the news reports a missing person or a possible airplane crash, chances are,
a local Civil Air Patrol (CAP) unit has already marshaled search teams in the air and on the ground to
assist state and local authorities. Credited with 130 lives saved in the fiscal year which ended, September
30, 2020, the CAP conducts nearly 90% of all search operations in the contiguous United States. The key
to ensuring the capabilities and readiness of these future search teams is training for real-world emergency situations during non-crisis circumstances. CAP calls these search and rescue training exercises,
SAREXs, one of which took place on Saturday, October 24, 2020.
During that Saturday’s SAREX, cadet and senior (adult) members of Stanton Composite Squadron,
trained for a real-world search and rescue scenario at Camp Phillippo in Delano, MN. They were joined
by several other squadrons from around the state in an all-day event that embraced all three missions of
the Civil Air Patrol: Aerospace Education, Cadet Programs, and Emergency Services.
“At a SAREX, our cadets and seniors are challenged to hone their skills in problem solving, team
coordination, communications, risk management, and navigation, to name a few,” said 1st Lt. Keith
Kluzak, Aerospace Education Officer and Mission Pilot in the Stanton Composite Squadron. “It’s a long
day for everyone involved, and this particular day was a very cold one, but that gave us the opportunity to
also incorporate Winter Survival Skills training into the day. We can’t pick the day we’ll be called upon to
perform a search and rescue mission. Rather, we have to be ready to go regardless of weather conditions,”
he said.
Lt. Kluzak flew one of the aircraft searching for the mock search target, and 2nd Lt. Jennifer Kluzak
(who is also Keith’s spouse) served as the mission Scanner, whose role is to be the “eyes outside” – during the air search.
The SAREX was conducted on property owned by Cal Brandt in Delano, MN, and the combination
of open fields and thick forests offered an authentic real-world setting for participants. The “target” for
the day was a missing aircraft presumed to have crashed somewhere nearby. An Emergency Locator
Transmitter, or “ELT”, is a small battery-powered device that, when activated by sudden impact, emits a
distinct sound on a dedicated emergency radio frequency. At the simulated crash site, an activated ELT
was placed on brightly colored tarps, giving ground and air teams something visual to look for in addition
to tracking the radio beacon.
“The SAREX was a rousing success,” shared Lt. Col. James Crowe, Commander of the Viking
Composite Squadron based at Flying Cloud Airport in Eden Prairie, MN. “In today’s environment, cadets
are anxious to get outside, get together and learn, and a lot of today’s success found can be found in this
pent-up demand,” he said.
The Civil Air Patrol maintains strict protocols to address COVID-19, including temperature checks,
limits on total participants, and mandatory adherence to mask wearing and social distance requirements.
Certain procedures, like setting compass headings after a beacon signal has been located, require ground
team members to be close together, but the task is usually accomplished in 30-60 seconds.
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Remembering Brigadier General Chuck
Yeager - February 13, 1923 - December
7, 2020
By Second Lieutenant Joseph Calandra, Jr.
Assistant MN Wing PAO
In aerospace history, certain heroes stand out among a profound litany of remarkable human beings
who’ve been unanimously declared to have had, “The Right Stuff.” Among those who come to mind
are people like the Wright Brothers, Hap Arnold, and Amelia Earhart. Among these luminaries, another
stands out as particularly venerable too - Brigadier General Chuck Yeager, who died on December 7,
2020, just 3 years shy of turning 100.
His life of volunteer service was a testimony to the ways that hard work, courage, and
dedication can change people’s lives for the
better. From humble beginnings in a small West
Virginia town of 400, Chuck Yeager joined the
Army Air Corps as a private in the early days
of WWII. He began his military career as a
mechanic, who was uninterested in even flying
aboard an aircraft, let alone piloting one. He
eventually changed his mind and later joined the
“Flying Sergeants Program.” He commissioned
in 1943 and retired as a Brigadier General in Civil Air Patrol Aerospace Education Award Named in
1975. Chuck Yeager demonstrated excellence Honor of Brigadier General Chuck Yeager.
in all he did, as exemplified by his many aerial
achievements, detailed by Richard Goldstein in his New York Times article, “Chuck Yeager, Test Pilot
Who Broke the Sound Barrier, is Dead at 97:”
…He became a fighter ace in World War II, shooting down five German planes in a single day and 13
overall. In the decade that followed, he helped usher in the age of military jets and spaceflight. He flew
more than 150 military aircraft, logging more than 10,000 hours in the air…
After the war ended, Yeager, who was always ready for an adventure, chose to remain in uniform,
signing up to test experimental aircraft so that others could go on to test the limits of their dreams. On
October 14, 1947, then-Captain Chuck Yeager achieved the feat for which he’s best known - becoming
the first person to break the sound barrier in sustained, recorded flight.
While Gen. Yeager is rightly remembered for his prowess in the air during times of war and peace, he
also leaves behind an enduring example of how to perform with excellence under extraordinary pressure.
In his memoir, “Yeager, An Autobiography,” the general who went on to be awarded both the Medal of
Honor and Presidential Medal of Freedom, confessed that he did not enjoy being asked if he thought he
was someone born with the “right stuff,” preferring instead to consider his success the product of simply
being always ready to work hard and never quit, writing:
All I know is I worked my tail off learning to learn how to fly, and worked hard at it all the way…If
there is such a thing as the right stuff in piloting, then it is experience. The secret to my success was that
somehow I always managed to live to fly another day.
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Stanton Composite Squadron Color
Guard Wins First Place Overall in Annual
Competition
By Second Lieutenant Curt Johnson
Stanton Composite Squadron PAO
Northfield, MN - In a year marked by cancelled events, social distancing, and an abundance of caution, Stanton Composite Squadron’s Color Guard Team was happy to receive the welcome news that the
annual Cadet Competition would be held as planned for 2020. Even though the competition wouldn’t
look like other years due the implementation of required COVID-mitigation safety protocols; they were
happy to simply compete. Squadrons practice regularly for a competition like this, but “regularly” and
“normalcy” are terms not generally associated with squadron operations in 2020.
On Saturday, October 10, 2020, the Minnesota Wing held the annual Cadet Competition at Bethel
University in Arden Hills. Eight squadrons from Minnesota fielded nine teams to compete in events
aimed at evaluating every aspect of Civil Air Patrol’s (CAP) Cadet Programs including: physical fitness,
drill and ceremonies proficiency, uniform inspection, teamwork and communication skills, as well as
academic knowledge and concepts.
The Stanton Composite Squadron, based at historic Stanton Airfield in Stanton, MN, fielded a team
of six cadets: Cadet TSgt. William Argabright, Cadet 1st Lt. Braeden Kluzak, Cadet Amn. Mckenna
Mikulecky, Cadet Capt. Emma Scholes, Cadet 1st Lt. William Wagner, and Cadet MSgt. August Wagner.
Together this team earned 6 trophies including the coveted First Place Overall - a recognition as the best
CAP color guard in the Minnesota Wing. In addition to their overall win, the team also won Second Place
in Team Leadership, Second Place for Uniform Inspection, Second Place for Physical Fitness, First Place
in the Written Exam. One team member, Cadet TSgt. William Argabright, also won the highest score in
the Male Individual One Mile Run competition category.
This annual Cadet Competition is fielded, organized, and run by Civil Air Patrol cadets. Cadet 2nd
Lt. Laura Rezac of the Stanton Composite Squadron served as a judge for one event of the competition
and has been instrumental in building the color guard’s skills since 2017. Cadet Capt. Giselle Johnson of
the Anoka Composite Squadron, oversaw the entire Cadet Competition, including all cadet management
aspects of planning, logistics, facilities, schedule, and safety.
Cadet Johnson described the many ways her squadron stood out to her during competition preparations and execution, saying: “Stanton really stood out to me last year at the annual Cadet Competition,
especially when marching in formation from one event to the next. I expected them to be one of the top
teams in 2020, and they rose above the challenge, mastered the material, and did an outstanding job.”
Participation in a statewide event like this typically requires a significant amount of study and practice
together as a team - except 2020 is not a typical year. In keeping with required COVID-19 precautions
and mitigation efforts, the decision to hold the Cadet Competition was made only a few weeks before the
actual competition date, putting the teams on a fast track to get prepared. The cadet and senior (adult)
leaders of the squadron crafted an aggressive practice schedule designed to ensure that all cadets on the
team were ready, especially given that cadet experience with the color guard ranged from three-plus years
to just a little more three weeks.
When asked to describe how he felt about his team’s readiness before the event, Cadet 1st Lt. Braeden
Kluzak, the Squadron’s Color Guard Commander, said he wasn’t nervous about the team’s capabilities
given all the work they had put in, saying:
Continued . . .
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Color Guard Continued . . .
“I felt it was my role to help the team keep our heads up, focus on the right things, and ensure we
were all confident and informed about all aspects of the day,” said C/1st Lt. Kluzak. “Even though
we were the first squadron called for an award (second place in the Team Leadership event) and won
four additional awards leading up to the announcement of the overall winner, I wasn’t feeling certain
about winning first place overall. When Stanton was announced as the first place overall winner, well,
it was hard to maintain our professional conduct given the excitement we were feeling.”
The Stanton Composite Squadron also benefits from active senior (adult) members of the squadron.
1st Lt. Jeff Rezac, Squadron Commander, and 2nd Lt. Keith Kluzak, Aerospace Education Officer,
dedicated their free time to ensuring that color guard practices were staffed with the required number of
seniors to maintain cadet safety.
“The team did an outstanding job in the competition, starting with the moment they exited the van
and their shoes hit the pavement,” said 1st Lt. Rezac. “The team members collaborated very well with
everyone participating fully. This is even notable given that for three cadets this was their first Cadet
Competition,” Rezac said.
Capt. Randy Knox, another senior member of the Stanton Composite Squadron, could not attend the
competition due to COVID-19 restrictions, but upon hearing of the success of the team, he drove to Stanton Airfield to greet them upon their return. “Winning first place overall sets Stanton apart, and even with
all of the challenges we’re facing in 2020, Stanton is still a healthy, robust squadron,” said Capt. Knox.
Although the Stanton Composite Squadron Color Guard brought home six awards, the real trophies lie
in the experiences shared in the preparation and execution for the competition.
The Stanton Composite Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol meets every Tuesday, 6:30-8:30 p.m., at
Camp Phillippo (follow signs to the Gwin Center) in Cannon Falls. Youth ages 12-18 and adults of any
age are eligible to join, and visitors are welcome to attend a meeting to learn more about the squadron and
the Civil Air Patrol. To learn more online, visit: www.gocivilairpatrol.com.

Congrats to Cadet Second Lieutenant
Jacob Helvick and Cadet Airman Anna
Rasmussen on Their 2020 Solo Flights!

Cadet Second Lieutenant Jacob Helvick stands
beside his squadron’s Cessna 172 after earning
his private pilot wings following a final successful
solo flight.
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Cadet Airman Anna Rasmussen celebrates after a
successful first solo flight.
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Twin Cities Air Force Association Honors
Civil Air Patrol Cadets with 2020 Awards
By Second Lieutenant Joseph Calandra, Jr.
Assistant MN Wing PAO
Every year, the General E.W. Rawlings Chapter of the Air Force Association (AFA) honors members
of the U.S. Air Force’s Total Force with Outstanding Performer Awards that recognize recipients’ contribution to “aerospace programs, policies & priorities,” according to Chapter President, Roman Hund,
Colonel, USAF (Ret). When asked, Col. Hund explained the significance of the Gen. E.W. Rawlings’
AFA Chapter as a vital resource for aerospace education, advocacy and support in Minneapolis, St. Paul
and Metro suburbs, saying:
Since 1996, Civil Air Patrol (CAP) has been a crucial partner of AFA, promoting aerospace education and fostering an interest in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) careers, helping AFA to reach hundreds
of thousands of K-12 students across the country. In particular, the Gen
E. W. Rawlings Chapter has incorporated CAP members throughout their
leadership structure. The engagement between the Minnesota Wing and
the Rawlings Chapter has been strong and mutually supportive in various
aerospace and STEM activities. In particular, the AFA has provided strong
support to Cadet Programs for encampments, cadet competitions and other Roman Hund, Col.,
USAF (Ret.), Gen. E.W.
leadership activities.
The 2020 Civil Air Patrol Cadet AFA Outstanding Performer awardees were
selected based on their competitive edge in the CyberPatriot standings, leadership at the unit level, and the way they’ve motivated their peers to succeed. Here
are just a few highlights from each cadet’s nomination:

Rawlings AFA Chapter
President

Cadet Captain Evan Ekstrand
St. Croix Composite Squadron

Cadet Captain Evan Ekstrand
being congratulated by
Major Jackson Maddux, St.
Croix Composite Squadron
Commander. Photo taken PreCOVID-19
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Cadet Captain Evan Ekstrand has been a member with the Saint
Croix Composite Squadron since 2015….Cadet Captain Ekstrand
served as Dining Executive Officer for the MN Wing Encampment
at Camp Ripley. As Dining Executive Officer, he mentored new CAP
cadets and gave them training which will become the foundation of
their entire CAP career.
– Major Jackson Maddux, St. Croix Composite Squadron
Commander
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Cadet Chief Master Sergeant Sydney Norwood
Anoka County Composite Squadron
In 2019, she was a first-year member on our Stellar Xplorers team that
earned a place at the 2019 National Finals. She embraced this program and its
experience…When we started forming the 2020 team, she formed a second team
comprised of all-female cadets. Thus far, in the Stellar Xplorers VI competition
season, her all-female team has earned perfect scores on every quiz component;
and in one competition, was one of three teams to earn a perfect score…Sydney
is a sophomore at North Lakes Academy in Forest Lake, MN and currently Cadet Chief Master
ranked first in her class.
Sergeant Sydney
– Major Mary Albright, Anoka CO. Squadron Norwood
Deputy Commander for Cadets
Cadet First Lieutenant Grant Becker
North Hennepin Squadron

Cadet First Lieutenant
Grant Becker with his
AFA Award received
prior to his promotion
from Cadet Second
Lieutenant to Cadet First
Lieutenant.

Grant joined North Hennepin Squadron on May 16th, 2017...Grant has
held the position of Administration Cadet and is currently Flight Commander
for Alpha Flight. Last year, he was a Flight Sergeant at encampment…Grant
is currently a home-schooled high school junior taking full-time PSEO classes
at Northwestern University. Last semester he took 15 credits worth of classes
obtaining a 3.98 GPA…Besides CAP, he volunteers about 8 hours a week in
a program called “After School Kids” in a Latino community in Roseville,
MN. There, he helps organize games and activities and helps kids with their
homework…Grant hopes to attend the United States Air Force Academy and
study aerospace engineering. His goal is to fly an F-22 Raptor or the Fairchild
Republic A-10 Thunderbolt II.
– Major Alan Trombley, North Hennepin Squadron
Deputy Commander for Cadets

Cadet Chief Master Sergeant Tabitha Plasschaert
Mankato Composite Squadron

Cadet Chief Master Sergeant
Tabitha Plasschaert standing
next to the squadron’s
Cessna 182.
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Tabitha is very active with her aerospace/aviation training. She earned
her private pilot certificate in May 2019 while a senior in high school and
just earned her instrument rating in January as a freshman at MNSU. She
is currently working on her commercial pilot certificate. She hopes to be
a Certified Flight Instructor by fall 2020. She also mentors other aspiring
young aviators through Civil Air Patrol. Tabitha was a member of the
CyberPatriot high school team in 2015 and 2016. Her team went to the
state competition both years.
– Mankato Composite Squadron Commander,
First Lieutenant Dwight Tostenson
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